Introduction
As a result of the variability of certain morphological features (shape and size of the pronotum, colour, size, and so on) there have always existed differences of opinion in the classification of species in the Telmatophilus genus. This way, Crotch (1865) takes into account five species in the British Isles: T. sparganii (Ahrens, 1812); T. caricis (Olivier, 1790) ; T. brevicollis Aubé, 1862; T. typhae Fallén, 1802) and T. schonherrii (Gyllenhal, 1808) . In his monograph about the European species, Reitter (1875) added four new species to those previously known: T. longicollis Reitter, 1875; T. integricollis Reitter, 1875; T. rufus Reitter, 1875 and T. pumilus Reitter, 1875 . All the subsequent authors started from this point (Falcoz 1929 , Portevin 1931 . Karaman (1961) studied the collection of the Natural History Museum in Sarajevo, and considering the anatomy of the female and male genitalia, she reduced the number of species to four: T. caricis, T. Karaman, 1961 . Recently Sasaji (1978 described one new species from Japan, and Johnson et al. (2007) point out five species for the Western Palaearctic Region.
brevicollis, T. typhae and T. balcanicus
I have studied the type specimens of different species, besides the material coming from different European localities. I observed that the only differences appear in the colour of the elytra and the legs and in the size of the pronotum. I could not find any difference in the morphology of the genitalia or in the metatibiae. Consequently, I propose the exposed synonymies in each case and reduce the species present in the western Palaearctic Region to three. Fig. 1c) robust, almost reaching back edge of pronotum. Pronotum (Figs. 1a, b) very convex, wider than long but narrower in front part and with greatest width behind middle; lateral margins of pronotum finely crenulated and base provided with two small pits linked by a transverse groove. Last abdominal sternite of males foveolate in middle and surrounded by a short pubescence. Distal part of aedeagus ( Fig. 1d ) with two tips curved towards middle; central body elongate and internal sac provided with small teeth. Parameres ( Fig. 1e ) short, as long as wide, and two setae of different length in apical region. Female hemisternite presented in Fig. 1f . Styles ( Fig. 1f ) similar to those of T. typhae, but thinner. Spermateca illustrated in Fig. 1g .
Taxonomy

Telmatophilus brevicollis
Geographic distribution. Present in the majority of Southern and Central European countries (Johnson et al. 2007) .
Biology. The larva depends on the seeds of Sparganium erectum L. (Perris 1877 , Bratton 2000 . with elytra brown or reddish brown and antennae and legs ferruginous; sometimes body yellowish brown and elytral suture blackish, same as another line, with same colour, situated in external margin of elytra. Metathoracic wings developed. Eyes (L = 0.139 mm) very convex and prominent, with facets of 18 µm diameter. Antennae (Fig. 2c ) not reaching back edge of pronotum; second antennomere 1.43 × as long as third one. Pronotum (Figs. 2a, b) slightly wider than long (RD = 1.15), slightly narrower in front part and, usually, slightly sinuous in front of posterior angles. Sides finely crenulate. Punctation dense; distance between puncture lower than their diameter (ø = 8.6-9.5 µm). Elytra with a fine sutural groove and punctation less dense and as fine as in pronotum: distance between puncture of 1.5 × diameter (ø = 20-22 µm). In males metatibiae (Fig. 2d ) dilated in basal third and last abdominal sternite foveolate. Aedeagus presented in Fig. 2e . Parameres with half-moon shape, with a distal seta and some smaller ones in edges. Internal sac with two triangular spines. Females have a rounded hemisternite ( Fig. 2g ) with many apical setae; styles (Fig.  2g) small, oval and with some small setae in distal position; spermateca presented in Fig. 2f . Geographic distribution. Present in the majority of countries in the Western Palaearctic Region (Johnson et al. 2007) .
Telmatophilus caricis
Biology. Lives on Typha sp. and Sparganium sp. The larva grows in its seeds during June and July (Bratton 1997 antennomere 1/5 longer than the third one. Pronotum (Figs. 3a, b) as narrowed in front as in back, regularly rounded and with margins finely crenulate; a line on each side, more or less visible, parallel to lateral edge. Base with two small pits linked by a transverse groove. Punctation strong and dense, distance between punctures equal to diameter (ø = 10 µm). Elytra with a suture thin and different. Punctation fine and dispersed, distance between punctures higher to diameter (ø = 6 µm). Aedeagus (Figs. 3e, f) wide, rounded in distal region and slightly shortened in its central edge; central body distally elongate and digitiform. Internal sac with many tiny spines. Parameres (Fig. 3g ) long and narrow with two long apical setae. In females protibiae (Fig. 3d ) slightly dilated in ends, hemisternite ( Fig. 3h ) with distal edges straight and provided with many setae, styles (Fig. 3h ) 4 × as long as wide and present three or four terminal setae, spermateca presented in Fig. 3i . Geographical distribution. Widely spread in Europe (Johnson et al. 2007) and North America (Hoebeke & Wheeler 2000) .
Biology. Lives on Typha latifolia L. and other aquatic plants feeding on pollen (Falcoz 1929 , Bratton 2000 .
Key of species
1. Body slightly convex. Pronotum 1.4 × as wide as long 2 -Body very convex. Colour brownish-black, unicoloured; legs and antennae reddish. Punctation dense and fine; short pubescence. Pronotum as long as wide. Male metatibiae dilated in basal third (Fig. 2d) . Aedeagus presented in Fig. 2e . Parameres with half-moon shape, with a distal seta and some smaller ones in edges. Internal sac with 2 triangular spines. Females have a rounded hemisternite ( Fig. 2g ) with many apical setae; styles (Fig.  2g) small, oval and with some small setae in distal position; spermateca presented in Fig.  2f . Length 2.4-2.8 mm T. caricis (Olivier) 2. Colour black or brownish ferruginous. Pronotum almost 2 × as wide as long, narrower in front part (Figs. 1a, b) . Distal part of aedeagus ( Fig. 1d ) with 2 tips curved towards middle; central body elongate and internal sac provided with small teeth. Parameres (Fig. 1e) short, as long as wide and, 2 setae of different length situated in apical region. Hemisternite of females presented in Fig. 1f . Styles (Fig.  1f ) similar to those of T. typhae, but slightly thinner. Spermateca shown in Fig. 1g . Length: 2.3-2.6 mm.
T. brevicollis Aubé -Colour bright black, antennae and legs ferruginous. Covered with a short, whitish and horizontal pubescence. Pronotum 1.5 × as wide as long, parallel-sided. Aedeagus (Figs. 3e, f) wide, rounded in distal region and slightly shortened in its central edge; central body distally elongate and digitiform. Internal sac with many tiny spines. Parameres (Fig. 3g ) long and narrow with 2 long apical setae. In females protibiae (Fig. 3d) slightly dilated in ends, hemisternite (Fig. 3h ) has distal edges straight and with many setae, styles (Fig. 3h ) 4 × as long as wide and with 3 or 4 terminal setae, spermateca presented in Fig.  3i . Length 1.5-2.3 mm T. typhae (Fallén) 
